


PROBLEM:

Sharks are top predators that are critical to the ocean ecosystem.  Without them, the health of the ocean declines.  Sharks are being overfished and exploited for their fins at alarming rates unsustainable for human consumption and the overall health of our ocean ecosystem.  Scientists have found that shark populations have dramatically decreased in recent years— with some species at risk of extinction. 
BACKGROUND:

The demand for shark fins is helping to fuel dramatic shark population declines and pushing some sharks toward extinction. 

Most shark fins come from a process called “finning,” where the fins and tails are cut from living sharks, and the remainder of the fish, which is often still alive, is thrown back into the ocean.   Mutilated and no longer able to swim, sharks thrown back overboard then sink to the bottom of the ocean, bleeding, drowning, and eaten by other animals. This practice is ruthlessly efficient because it enables fishing crews to throw out low-value unmarketable shark carcasses and retain space for only the high-value marketable fins. 
Sharks continue to be slaughtered for their fins even though the practice of finning is illegal in federal waters.
Driving this market for fins is the demand for shark fin soup, an often very expensive dish associated with affluence. Shark fin itself has neither taste nor nutritional value, but gives the soup a gelatinous texture.  Unfortunately, the ingredient is very high in mercury and the FDA warns that it could be dangerous to consumers’ health.

Now scientists warn that shark populations cannot sustain these current slaughter rates driven by the demand for shark fin.  In the past 15 years there has been an 89% decline in hammerhead sharks in the Northwest Atlantic and a 99% decline of oceanic whitetip sharks in the Gulf of Mexico.  Because sharks only reach reproductive maturity after ten or more years it is even more difficult for sharks to recover from relentless overfishing.
For over 400 million years as the ocean’s top predator, sharks have kept populations of other fish healthy and in proper proportion for the ecosystem. Sharks’ depletion will tip this delicate balance and cause long-term damage to an ocean full of species that sustain local economies, provide jobs and feed billions of people.  In fact, scientists have already begun to record ocean ecosystem health risks as a result of shark declines.

Unfortunately, current laws that ban the practice of shark finning are insufficient to save sharks. Federal law does not ban the shark fin trade and so sharks continue to be slaughtered for their fins.  Hawaii has banned the trade in its state, and other states like Oregon are in the process of banning the trade. Sharks, and ultimately the health of our ocean, will continue to be in peril until we enact laws to stop the trade.  
California represents a significant market for shark fins in the United States, and this demand helps drive the practice of shark finning and the declining of shark populations worldwide.  According to a 2005 report to Congress by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), San Diego and Los Angeles are two of the top United States entry points for shark fin imports.


SOLUTION:

It’s time for California to end its contribution to the practice of finning and the decrease in shark populations.  One of the most effective ways to protect sharks from extinction and end the trade in fins is to eliminate the market for fins by prohibiting their sale.  AB 376 will be a step forward to protect sharks and our ocean for future generations by making it illegal to possess, sell, trade, or distribute shark fin.

Trade bans work to save species.  Much like the demand for the tusks, paws and claws that brought elephants, bears, and tigers to the brink of extinction, the tiger parts and ivory bans have helped stabilize tiger and elephant populations is Russia and Africa.

Shark fin is a luxury food item that can and has been replaced by sustainable premium seafood alternatives that do not contain high levels of toxic mercury. 

Scientists, marine biologists, ocean researchers, conservation organizations, animal welfare groups, restaurant owners, community leaders and many others support AB 376. 


SUPPORT:
Monterey Bay Aquarium (Sponsor), Asian Pacific American Ocean Harmony Alliance (Sponsor), The Humane Society of the United States, WildAid, SeaStewards, Oceana, Natural Resources Defense Council, California Coastkeeper Alliance, Pacific Environment, Defenders of Wildlife, Environment California, Ocean Conservancy, Food Empowerment Project, Heal the Bay, United Anglers of So.Ca., Coastside Fishing Club,
CONTACT:
Assemblymember Fong: Howard Quan (916) 319-2022 Assemblymember Huffman: Andi Liebenbaum (916) 319-2006

