
August 12, 2008 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein    The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger 
United States Senate      Governor of California 
331 Hart Senate Office Building    State Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510     Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein and Governor Schwarzenegger: 
 
We, the undersigned, representing more than 180,000 Californians, urge you to redirect your efforts 
from passage of another water bond, and to direct your considerable leadership towards the 
development and implementation of a comprehensive set of water policy reforms. Such a 
comprehensive policy package must be designed to reverse past damage, restore water reliability, 
secure climate-resilient water supplies, and to ensure that our precious water resources are managed in 
an equitable and sustainable fashion. Any future water bond or other, more sustainable funding source 
should be a component of such a comprehensive water plan.  
 
We absolutely agree that California’s current water policies are failing to provide our people, our 
economy, and our environment with adequate supplies of clean, affordable water. However, after 
allocating $18 billion in previous water bond proceeds, these problems still remain:  
 

o Californians still lack safe drinking water. 
o The Bay-Delta continues to decline. 
o Our salmon fisheries are disappearing. 
o Our groundwater aquifers are contaminated and over-drafted. 

 
Water bonds alone have not brought California any closer to a comprehensive water solution. Asking 
Californians to spend billions more, without first addressing the underlying water management and 
policy problems in the state, can only produce the same disappointing results. For California to solve 
its water problems we must tackle, head on, the difficult policy and management needs that have 
resulted in our current crisis. Money alone won’t do it! 
 
Without needed reforms, rushing California into another ineffective and expensive water bond will 
simply put the State further into debt, for little gain. While we recognize that implementing a 
comprehensive water policy package will require a shift in thinking about water in this state, we also 
trust that with your leadership we can resolve many of California’s water challenges.  
 
We urge you to relinquish your attachment to a water bond this year, and to invite all those most 
directly involved in California’s water challenges to work together to reform our dysfunctional current 
policies, and to implement a water policy package that will serve all Californians for generations to 
come. 
 
Attached are a set of principles that we believe should guide our discussions towards resolving 
California’s water crisis, and that provide a framework for the comprehensive water policy package 
that this state needs. We look forward to discussing these principles with you in greater detail, and to 
working together to develop solutions that will allow us all to look back on this period and appreciate 
the legacy of leadership you have the opportunity to demonstrate today. 
 
 



 

 

Principles for Comprehensive California 

Water Policy 
 

1. California must respect, and adjust to meet, the natural limits of its waters and waterways, 
including the limits posed by climate change.  We must fund only those policies and self-
management strategies that incorporate such limits and shift our relationship with water, 
aquatic ecosystems, and our economy toward sustainability and equity.   

2. Every Californian has a right to safe, affordable drinking water.  Special effort must be made to 
provide ready access to this basic human right to disadvantaged communities, especially those 
currently without any safe drinking water. 

3. California’s aquatic ecosystems have a right to exist and thrive, for their own benefit and the 
benefit of future generations.   

4. California must maximize local water self-sufficiency in all areas of the State in order to 
achieve the goal of sustainable, reliable water supplies. 

5. The quality of California’s waters must be protected and enhanced through full implementation 
of existing water quality and land use regulations, and improvement of those regulations where 
needed.  Public oversight and clean-up should be funded in full through fees on pollutant 
dischargers and water users. 

6. All Californians should have immediate and ready access to decision-making processes for 
water.  Interested and involved parties should be accorded full respect and influence in 
decision-making, particularly with respect to decisions affecting their communities. 

7. California must institute a sustainable funding stream to support the most cost-effective water 
reliability and water quality solutions for the state, where “cost-effective” includes 
environmental and social costs.  Public funding should not subsidize pollution or the wasteful 
use of water.  Those who use and pollute California’s waters, especially for financial gain, must 
pay the full costs associated with those uses and impacts.   

8. Waterway health should be addressed on a watershed basis.  Local communities and watershed 
groups should be better supported as local water stewards. 

9. California’s actions on water must respect the needs and interests of California Tribes, 
including those unrecognized Tribes in the State. 

10. California must overhaul its existing, piecemeal water rights policies, which already over-
allocate existing water and distribute rights without regard to equity.  We must move away 
from the selling of water to the highest bidder and toward a thoughtful policy that meets all 
basic needs, rejects waste, and serves the Public and Tribal Trust into the future.  

 

 

 



ORGANIZATIONAL SIGN-ONS 

 

Debbie Davis 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 

San Leandro, CA. 

Linda Sheehan 
CA Coastkeeper Alliance 

Fremont, CA 

Mindy McIntyre 
Planning and Conservation League 

Sacramento, CA 

Jim Metropulos 
Sierra Club California 

Sacramento, CA 

Jennifer Clary 
Clean Water Action 

San Francisco, CA 

Susana De Anda 
Community Water Center 

Visalia, CA 93291 

Steve Evans 
Friends of the River 

Sacramento, CA 

Adam Scow 
Food & Water Watch 

San Francisco, CA 

Jesus Quevedo   
Vecinos Unidos 

Cutler, CA  

Dorothy Green 
California Water Impact Network 

Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

Byron Leydecker, Chair 
Friends of Trinity River 

Mill Valley, CA  

Dan Bacher, editor 
Fish Sniffer magazine 

Bill Jennings, Executive Director 
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance  
Stockton, CA  

Gary Mulcahy,  
Winnemem Wintu Tribe 

Alverta, CA 

Susan Harvey, President 
North County Watch 

Templeton, CA  

Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla, Campaign Director 
Restore the Delta 

Stockton, CA 95269 

 Teresa De Anda  
Comite para el Bienestar de Earlimart 

Earlimart, CA 

Francisco Martinez  
Unidos en Plainview 

Plainview, CA 

David Chatfield, Director  
Californians for Pesticide Reform 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

Eunice Martinez  
Unidos Para El Cambio De Tooleville 

Tooleville, CA 

Coast Action Group 

P.O. Box 215 
Point Arena, CA 95468 

Maria Elena Orozco   
AGUA 

East Orosi, CA 

Conner Everts, Co-Chair 
Desal Response Group 

Santa Monica, CA 90403 

Evan Krasner, MD, Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, S.F. Bay 

Chapter  

San Francisco, CA 

Doug Buckmaster, Secretary 
SLO Coast Alliance 

Cambria, CA 93428 

Conner Everts, Executive Director 
Southern California Watershed Alliance 

Miguel Luna 
Urban Semillas 

Saul Bloom, Executive Director 
Arc Ecology 

San Francisco, CA 94124 

Lynn Barris 
Butte Environmental Council 

Chico, CA 95926 

Regina Chichizola 
Klamath Riverkeeper 

Orleans, CA 95556 



Sejal Choksi 
San Francisco Baykeeper 

San Francisco CA 94103 

Lee Reeder 
Inland Empire Waterkeeper 

Riverside, CA 92503 

Steve Shimek 
Monterey Coastkeeper 

Marina, CA 93933 

Don McEnhill 
Russian Riverkeeper 

Healdsburg CA 95448 

Rev. Lindi Ramsden, Executive Director 
Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry 

Action Network, CA 

Mati Waiya 
Ventura Coastkeeper 

Ventura, CA 93001 

Pete Nichols 
Humboldt Baykeeper  

Eureka, CA 95501 

Kira Redmond, Executive Director 
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper 

Santa Barbara, CA  93103 

 
 
INDIVIDUAL SIGN-ONS* 

 

Dan Blanton  
Morgan Hill, CA 

Dave Hurley 
Stockton, CA 

Laura Leonelli 
Sacramento, CA  

Rev. Clyde E Grubbs 
Pasadena, CA 

 Linda Harris 
San Francisco, CA 

Susie Santilena  
Santa Monica, CA 

Jerry Neuburger  
Lodi, CA 

 Torin Dunnavant 
Los Angeles, CA 

Jonas Minton 
Sacramento, CA  

Julie Carrasco Minton 
Sacramento, CA  

Tim Nelson 
Coloma, CA 

Kelly Coplin 
Corte Madera, CA 

Jody Zaitlin 
Kensington, CA  

Mark Nienberg 
Kensington, CA 

Rob Swift  
Alameda, CA 

Justin T. Saydell 
Sacramento, CA  

Erik Luvaas 
Chico, CA  95926 

 Julie Greene 
Sacramento, CA  

Hilde Schweitzer 
Lotus, CA 

Kesa Kivel 
Los Angeles, CA 

Mary Luckey 
Oakland, CA 

Paul Kivel 
Oakland, CA 

Melanie Schlotterbeck 
Yorba Linda, CA 

Jan Zaitlin 
Kensington, CA 

Eileen Nottoli  
Kensington, CA 

Charles Seidler 
Sacramento, CA  

Sandra Friedland 
Berkeley, CA 

Shirley Sigmund 
Templeton, CA. 

 Kaleena Tuffo  
Oakland, CA.  

Reyna Yagi 
Davis, CA 

Marilyn Brown 
Atascadero. Ca.  

Bill & Barbara Spencer 
Paso Robles, CA  



Betty Winholtz 
Morro Bay, CA  

Mary Fullwood 
Los Osos, CA  

David Nesmith 
Oakland, CA 

Paulette Kenyon  
Pleasanton, CA.  

Gary & Patti Davis 
Paso Robles, CA  

Michele J. Reed 
Templeton, CA  

Jan Swift 
Alameda, CA 

Frank Swift 
Alameda, CA 

Julia Van Soelen 
Davis, CA  

David TenBrook 
Concord, CA  

Carolyn Stewart-Snow 
Paso Robles, CA 

Arthur Feinstein 
San Francisco, CA   

Keira Dubowsky,  
Oakland, CA 

Elsa Tranter 
Berkeley, CA 

Phil Hoos 
San Francisco, CA  

Charlotte Hodde  
Sacramento, CA 

Joyce Zaitlin 
Los Angeles, CA 

Robert Zaitlin 
Los Angeles, CA 

Ariel Luckey  
Oakland, CA 

Tina Andolina 
Woodland, CA 

Kristen Langford 
Concord, CA 

Rene Guerrero 
Sacramento, CA 

Barb Byrne 
Davis, CA 

Victoria Hassid 
Davis, CA 

John Beuttler 
Berkeley, CA 

Virgina Martinez  
Plainview, CA 

Ruth Gravanis 
San Francisco, CA  

Jeff Lorelli 
Fremont, CA 

Susana De Anda  
Visalia, CA 

Linda Solorio    
Cutler, CA  

Reeta Roo 
Sebastopol, CA 

Ignacio Lopez   
Dinuba, CA 

Maria Solorio   
Cutler, CA 

Maria Barragan  
Cutler, CA 

Jaime Mendoza      
Cutler, CA 

Martin Cuevas   
Strathmore, CA 

Guadalupe Gaona  
Orange Cove, CA 

Raul Gaona   
Orange Cove, CA 

Baudelia Gomez  
Orosi, CA 

Juan Gomez Jr.   
Orosi, CA 

Jose Gomez   
Orosi, CA 

Jessica Gomez   
Orosi, CA 

Juan Gomez   
Orosi, CA 

Jose Gallegos   
Orange Cove, CA 

Micaela Vezera  
Plainview, CA 

Alejandro Lemus   
Plainview, CA 

Daniel Lemus   
Plainview, CA 

Cindy Lemus   
Plainview, CA 



Virgina Lemus 
Plainview, CA 

Vanessa Lemus  
Plainview, CA 

Martha Martinez   
Plainview, CA 

Domitila Lemus  
Plainview, CA 

Maria Lua   
Orosi, CA 

Margaret Martinez  
Tooleville, CA 

Araceli Lua   
Orosi, CA 

Ana Lua   
Orosi, CA 

Leticia Lua   
Orosi, CA 

Julio Lua   
Orosi, CA 

Edgar Sanchez   
East Orosi, CA 

Maribel Sanchez   
East Orosi, CA 

Miguel Orozco   
East Orosi, CA 

Jose Moreno   
East Orosi, CA 

Bertha Dias   
East Orosi, CA 

Joana Mendoza  
Cutler, CA 

Hector Hoya   
Cutler, CA 

Carlos Mendoza  
Cutler, CA 

Veronica Mendoza  
Cutler, CA 

Maria Orozco   
East Orosi, CA 

Ana Orozco  
East Orosi, CA 

Michelle Orozco   
East Orosi, CA 

Miguel Rios Perez  
Visalia, CA 

Patricia Alanis   
Orange Cove, CA 

Emilio Alanis   
Orange Cove, CA 

Braulio Martinez  
Alpaugh, CA 

Esther Martinez  
Alpaugh, CA 

Irma Arroyo   
Lindsay, CA 

Rev. Craig H. Scott 
Berkeley, CA 

Maria Aguirre   
Seville, CA 

Refugio Gallegos  
Seville, CA 

Salvador Jaime  
Seville, CA 

Mirriam Sandoval   
Seville, CA 

Maria Herrera   
Cutler, CA 

Miguel Herrera  
Cutler, CA  

Teresa Ortuno   
Cutler, CA 

Javier Arellano  
Cutler, CA 

Ryan Luckey 
Oakland, CA 

Margareta A Fornalski 
Auburn, CA  

James E Hughes 
Auburn, CA 

Bashford C Hughes 
Auburn, CA 

Dorothy Green  
Los Angeles, CA 

 Andrea Moore  
Salinas, CA 

Calvin Wilvert  

Kate Wilson 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Matthew Wilson 
Santa Rosa, CA  

Tess Wilson 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Simon Wilson 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 



Gerald Perez 
Sacramento, CA   

Maria Lorca 
Creston, CA  

Lee Buckmaster 
Cambria, CA  

Doug Buckmaster 
Cambria, CA  

John Roberts  
Sebastopol, CA 

Annie Roberts  
Sebastopol, CA 

Brett Wertz 
Los Angeles, CA  

Nabeel Al-Shamma  
Healdsburg, CA  

Paola Berthoin 
Carmel Ca  

Heather Ravas 
Santa Cruz, CA  

Sarah Brinker 
 San Francisco, CA  

David Hicks  
San Luis Obispo, CA  

Jessie Woletz 
San Francisco, CA  

 Molly Deringer 
San Francisco, CA 

Audrey Tucker 
Sacramento CA 

Natalie Burdick 
Santa Monica, CA 

Thomas Lyons 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

Erica Lyons      
San Francisco, CA  

Mac Lynch  
San Francisco, CA  

Mia Scharphie 
Berkeley, CA  

Casey Cronin 
San Francisco, CA  

Oakley Olson 
San Francisco, CA  

Liz Cohen 
San Francisco, CA  

Brooke Budner 
Berkeley, CA 94707 

Wendy Devaney 
San Francisco, CA  

Daniel N. Braunstein 
Davis CA 

Robin Chiang 
San Francisco, CA  

Paul Herzog 
Los Angeles, CA  

Alice Mosley 
San Francisco, CA  

Mike Kaplan 
San Francisco, CA 

Jim Stewart, PhD.  
Los Angeles, CA  

Richard Hawley 
Cambria, CA   

Antonio Rossmann 
Berkeley, CA 

Sonja Yoerg 
Lafayette, CA 

Sara Camp 
San Francisco, CA 

Alan Mazzucchelli  
San Francisco, CA 

Dorain Spain-Lavender  
San Francisco, CA 

Lena Brooke 
San Francisco, CA   

Norman Rolfe 
San Francisco, CA  

Laurel O’Brien 
San Francisco, CA 

Jane Morrison 
San Francisco, CA   

Denise D’Anne 
San Francisco, CA  

Howard Wong 
San Francisco, CA   

Dave Scwherin 
San Francisco, CA  

Heather Fecteau 
San Francisco, CA 94159 

Michael Fravel 
San Francisco, CA  94121 

Michael Carlson 
San Francisco, CA   

Vannida Mel 
San Francisco, CA  



Brendan Keenan 
San Francisco, CA 

Andria Ventura 
San Jose, CA  

Mary Claire Katz 
Burlingame, CA  

Michael Cecchio 
San Francisco, CA  

Ronald Jordan 
San Leandro, CA  

Devin Harrigon 
Danville CA 

Scott McDonough 
San Francisco, CA  

James French 
Oakland, CA 

Adam Fischer 
Daly City, CA  

Juana Camacho 
San Francisco, CA   

Robin Abelson 
San Francisco, CA   

Sarah Release 
San Francisco, CA   

Melissa Foster 
San Francisco, CA   

Sunshine Schmidt 
San Francisco, CA  

Kim Fewner 
San Francisco, CA 

Thomas Cornell 
San Francisco, CA  

Steven Moss 
San Francisco, CA  

Stephanie Pincetl 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 

Sonya Subkalsia 
Castro Valley, CA 

Katherine Adderson 
Berkeley, CA 

Judy Alvarez 
Arcata, CA 

Samantha Wilson 
Moreno Valley, CA 

Ian Mc Millan  
Carmichael, CA 

Thea Grantsmith  
San Diego, CA 

Tera Little 
South Pasadena, CA 

Sarah Longfild 
Santa Cruz, CA 

Julia Walle 
ElkGrove, CA 

Glenn C. Farley 
Berkeley,CA 

Robin Chiang 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

Jose Luis Saldania  
Monson, CA 

Meredith Kaplan 
Oakland, CA 

Paula Zerzan 
Glen Ellen, CA 

Abel Hurtado  
Tooleville, CA 

Rosa Hurtado  
Tooleville, CA 

Laura Garcia  
Monson, CA 

 

 
 


