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A Year to Remember for
Our Coast and Ocean

2004 is shaping up to be a critical year for coastal and marine protection
efforts. The Planning and Conservation League and the PCL Foundation
are deeply involved in statewide legislative efforts to protect our coast and
ocean, as well as advance regional efforts to protect coastal watersheds in
the Central Coast in 2004.

An action plan to significantly improve current ocean protection efforts
was unveiled in June 2003 when the Pew Oceans Commission Summary
Report, “America’s Living Oceans: Charting a Course for Sea Change,”
was released. The Pew Oceans Commission, chaired by Californian and
former White House chief of staff Leon Panetta, recommended changes at
the national and regional levels for the United States to better protect its
marine resources. They included: recognizing that our ocean resources
should be held as a public trust; calling on Congress to enact a National
Ocean Policy Act that reorients federal, state, and territorial agencies to
make ecosystem-based decisions that protect that trust; improving coordi-
nation among governing agencies protecting the ocean; and, restoring
America’s fisheries through restoring marine ecosystems and regulating the
use of destructive fishing gear.

In response to the Pew Oceans Commission report, Congress has yet to
act. Many believe that Congress is waiting for the Bush Administration’s
own recommendations, being formulated by the US Commission on Ocean
Policy — due for release in May of this year.

State Senator John Burton, the President Pro Tempore of the California

Senate, has introduced two bills in the California legislature that seek to
continues on page 3
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The PCL
Foundation
is pleased
to an-
nounce
hiring Monica Samaniego
Hunter as one of two Central
Coast Regional Coordinators.
Monica will represent PCLF in
Monterey and San Luis Obispo
counties. She recently completed
her Ph.D. in Anthropology at
UCLA, writing a dissertation on an
ethnographic case study of
community-based environmental
stewardship in the Morro Bay
watershed. She has worked with
the Morro Bay National Estuary
Program as a consultant to the
program and also as Chair of its
Education and Outreach Commit-
tee, and has done social science
research on the Marine Protected
Area process, related to the
Channel Islands designation. She
is also bilingual in Spanish and
English. Monica started March
8th and is based out of the
Monterey County Health
Consortium office in Salinas.
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PCL, PCLF Projects
Shaping Public Policy

Dear PCL members and friends,

2004 continues to be a challenging year, full of opportunities for signifi-
cant policy advances.

Governor Schwarzenegger and his administration are focusing on many
issue areas where PCL is, and has been involved. Among those areas are:
California’s unrelenting growth; the reorganization of the state governmental
structure; and, possible funding for the state’s stewardship responsibilities.

As our readers know, PCL and our partners, have moved the Smart
Growth conversation to an action plan that will result in more livable
urban communities, stronger protections for agricultural lands, and
connecting state infrastructure funds to Smart Growth principles by local
governments. This networked effort known as the Better California
Campaign, includes dozens of organizations (such as the California Futures
Network, the Natural Resources Defense Council, in-fill builders,
LandWatch, and affordable housing advocates). The Better California
Campaign meets monthly with three of the Governor’s cabinet officials and
has become a key element of the new administration’s work on this topic.
With leadership by Secretary Sunne Wright McPeak and Secretary Terry
Tamminen, a plan concerning California’s growth is being developed for
the Governor by June 1, 2004.

On another front, PCL is spearheading the effort to fully fund environ-
mental stewardship in the State of California. Whether it is the duties of
the Department of Fish & Game to protect species and habitat, or the
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to properly steward forest
lands, those responsibilities are impossible to fulfill at current funding
levels. The Environmental Budget project is designed to fund the existing
good laws that protect natural resources. Through this project, we are
working with legislative leadership to identify areas for which fees can be
assessed.

PCL and the PCL Foundation staff are at the forefront of the develop-
ment and implementation of public policy, working on literally dozens of
bills, projects, and regulatory actions that will profoundly impact the
quality of life of every Californian.

We appreciate your continued support, and hope that you will be kind
enough to use the enclosed envelope to assist in funding our work.

On behalf of the staff and Boards of PCL and the PCL Foundation, we
thank you for your belief in our work and vision.

Sincerely,

FrReD KEELEY
ExecuTive DIRECTOR
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implement the Pew Commission’s recommendations at the state level. SB
1318 and SB 1319 are paired in a package that is known as the California
Ocean Protection Act. SB 1318 makes changes to Proposition 50, the
November 2002 citizen-approved Clean Water and Coastal Protection
Bond, that would authorize use of that Bond’s funds to enhance protection
of California’s marine waters. This authorization would include providing
transition funding for commercial fishers to stop using the most destructive
fishing gear.

SB 1319 changes state law so that California’s protection of its state
waters will be a model for the nation to follow. It reorients state agencies
toward ecosystem-based decisions, establishing state policy that would
hold California’s marine waters and ecosystems in a public trust. It im-
proves interagency coordination to improve governance of that public
trust, and elevates decisions made on ocean policy to the highest levels of
state government.

The California Ocean Protection Act is a bold way to enhance marine
protection in a budget-limited environment. PCL is strongly supportive of
Senator Burton’s

legislation, which has
already cleared its first
hurdle in the legislative
process. At the same
time, PCL will support
efforts to adequately
fund the implementa-
tion of good coastal
and marine laws
already on the books,
including the Marine

Life Management Act,
the Marine Life Protec-
tion Act, the Coastal
Act, and the McAteer-Petris Act.

SB 1319 will hold California’s marine waters
and ecosystems in public trust.

At the regional level, PCL has hired two Central Coast Regional
Coordinators this March. The twin goals of each coordinator are to work
to restore significant coastal watersheds in the region - including the Pajaro
River, the Carmel River, the Salinas River, and Pilarcitos Creek in Half
Moon Bay - and to forge ties with environmental justice groups in the
region and work on topics of common interest. Monica Samaniego
Hunter and Amy Carter, our newest team members, will represent PCLF in
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Cruz and San Mateo counties.

Special Projects Director Tim McRae is managing our Central Coast
staff. Jonas Minton will provide expert consultation on the project. PCLF
is excited about having field staff, a first for our organization. Please join
us in welcoming Monica and Amy to the PCLF family.
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Amy Carter will represent PCLF
as our Central Coast regional
coordinator in Santa Cruz and
San Mateo counties. Amy
recently moved to Santa Cruz
after a brief stay on northern
California’s Lost Coast. Before
moving west Amy completed a
Master’s degree in Environmental
Management at Duke University,
focusing on coastal processes
and policy. She then spent two
years as a Coastal Management
Specialist in the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s
Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management where
she functioned as the primary
federal liaison to coastal manage-
ment programs in California,
Oregon and Maine. Amy’s
passion for coastal protection
developed during her childhood
in coastal South Carolina and
continues as she learns to swim,
surf, scuba dive, kayak and
photograph our West coast

waters.



Principles of
Environmental Justice
(EJ)

These are the first five of 17 principles
established at the First People of
Color Environmental Leadership
Summit (1991):

1) EJ affirms the sacredness of
Mother Earth, ecological unity and the
interdependence of all species, and
the right to be free from ecological
destruction.

2) EJ demands that public policy be
based on mutual respect and justice
for all peoples, free from any form of
discrimination or bias.

3) EJ mandates the right to ethical,
balanced and responsible uses of land
and renewable resources in the
interest of a sustainable planet for
humans and other living things.

4) EJ calls for universal protection

from nuclear testing, extraction,
production and disposal of toxic/
hazardous wastes and poisons and
nuclear testing that threaten the
fundamental right to clean air, land,
water, and food.

5) EJ affirms the fundamental right to
political, economic, cultural and
environmental self-determination of all
peoples.

Environmental Justice, Priority 1

Cal/EPA Set To Implement

significant headway in advancing environmental justice (EJ) in

California. In October 2003, the largest environmental state agency
announced the adoption of a set of guidelines that will improve the health
and quality of life for what have been the most vulnerable communities,
typically low-income and communities of color. The new Cal/EPA charter
calls for essential enhancements
in Cal/EPA's management of EJ
issues. The primary goal in its
creation was that Environmental
Justice would be integrated into
all aspects of Cal/EPA. It is the
tough advocacy of dedicated
environmental justice groups and
state-wide environmental advo-
cates such as PCL that has
elevated EJ into a prominent
statewide action item.

The Cal/EPA Advisory
Committee that created the new
charter convened in communities
across the state, such as West
Sacramento, Oakland, and Los
Angeles, with an open invitation
to the public. As a result, the
recommendations were drafted with substantial amounts of public input
and guidance.

The California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) is making

Diane Takvorian,
Executive Director of the
Environmental Health
Coalition and Co-Chair of
the Advisory Committee,
called the report historic.
“This is a huge step
forward in our struggle
for environmental
justice.”

The following examples are the types of EJ issues that CAL/EPA’s new
recommendations will be addressing.

Overburdened communities often find themselves in the position of
having to prove that pollution from local facilities is the cause of health
ailments such as asthma and cancer. To change this approach, the commit-

tee recommended that all Cal/EPA agencies recog-
nize the importance of using precaution in regula-
tion. This enacted recommendation, will mean that
communities will not have to be poisoned before
there is a decision to protect public health. The
message being sent is loud and clear: The children
of people of color and low-income communities will
not be used as California’s guinea pigs.

Another major recommendation directed Cal/
EPA to assist local governments to deny permits to
new polluters in heavily impacted communities and
require cumulative impact analysis for new applica-
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