Env. Budget..3

THE PLANNING & CONSERVATION LEAGUE & PCL FOUNDATION  VOLUME 34, NUMBER 3

JUNE 2004

CAL

Il E O R

NIA

THE BETTER CALIFORNIA CAMPAIGN

or Californians anxious to see better land use decisions, the
Frecall of Governor Davis caused some initial trepidation. But
along with the new Governor’s positive cabinet appointments,
Governor Schwarzenegger issued a directive to produce a new land use
policy package this summer. The Governor has opened a major new
window of opportunity for the conservation community and others
interested in sustainable communitites.

The Better California Campaign (BCC), of which the PCL Foundation
is one of the lead members, presented the Administration with a major
policy proposal, “Reforming California’s Land Use Laws — the Smart

Growth Solution.” The PCL Foundation and its coalition partners will
be negotiating directly with the other key stakeholders, crafting a land

use reform package to uphold quality of life in California. BCC’s core
policy goals are:

Conservation of open space.
Encouraging new growth in existing urban areas, relieving
pressures on open space and farm land.

e Reforming local government finances and promoting state law
to encourage smart land use and planning.

e Processing land use development permits faster and more
efficiently for areas with approved and up-to-date land use
plans emphasizing sustainable land uses.

You can join this effort by signing BCC’s statement of principles and
goals, which is available online at WWW.PCl.0rg. If you would like a

hard copy of this document, or BCC’s proposal to the Governor, please
call Justin Fanslau at (916) 313-4530.
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Affordable Housing is
Smart Growth

Affordable housing that is
consistent with “smart growth”
principles is critical to protecting
open space, saving energy and
water, and relieving traffic
congestion impacts. In partner-
ship with the California Coali-
tion for Rural Housing, the PCL
Foundation has researched and
published “Smart Growth and
Affordable Housing: Best
Practices in the Central Valley.”
With twelve illustrated case
studies, this guide demonstrates
how well-designed affordable
housing can strengthen commu-
nities and promote sustainable
ways to develop new housing.

To order a copy, please call
(916) 444-8726 or visit the
publications section of the PCL
website at WwWw.pcl.org.
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Dear Friend,

is edition of California Today is being sent to you as the 2004-05
State Budget is being decided. The $100 billion Budget, is the
major policy document that establishes priorities for California’s
agencies, departments, boards and commissions.

Due to voter and court decisions, as well as statutes adopted during the
last twenty-five years, more than 80% of the Budget is predetermined.
The remaining flexibility is limited to corrections, higher education,
health, human services and environmental protection. For those who
care about how (and how quickly) our environment will be improved or
degraded, the annual Budget battles are critically important.

The State of California makes financial investments in our environment
and natural resources in basically three ways. The first is through the
California Environmental Protection Agency, the agency that has the
statutory responsibility to regulate industries concerning air and water
quality, and pesticide use.

The second way is through voter approved park, environmental
protection, and water bonds that facilitate the purchase and development
of parks, acquisition of critical habitat areas, and construction of water
quality facilities.

In the third area, the State of California is doing very poorly, and has for
years. That area is the State’s public trust stewardship responsibilities,
such as protection of public lands, oceans, rivers, streams, forests, flora
and fauna. Both the law and the funding for stewardship responsibilities
were established in the 19" century, and are now dreadfully inadequate in
a state of 35 million people that is growing by 500,000 more each year.

In response to this gap, the PCL Foundation has led the effort to establish
the Environmental Budget Project, which is shaping a State Budget that
will fully fund the State’s stewardship responsibilities.

To date, the Budget Conference Committee has included nearly 65% of
the recommendations made by the Environmental Budget Project. While
this is good news, we have a long way to go in establishing permanent
funding to assure the stewardship of public trust resources.

We need your continued assistance in order to be successful with the
Environmental Budget Project, and our other work in Sacramento and
California. Please help us by making a generous contribution today. We
appreciate your support, and will work each and every day to earn and
retain your confidence.

=

FreD KEELEY
ExecuTIiVE DIRECTOR
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The Environmental Budget Project

e California state budget process was once a “seasonal sport” for devoted fiscal policy
wonks. Nowadays the budget process is a year - round proposition, with activity relating to
three consecutive budget years frequently overlapping.

The state budget has also taken on increased importance in the resources and environmental
protection arena. After several decades of progressive policy-making that have made California a
national and international leader on the environment, we are now faced with a constant battle to
fund the Sate’s basic environmental stewardship responsibilities.

The PCL Foundation, along with a dozen other environmental and public health organizations,
created the Environmental Budget Project (EBP). The EBP is a cooperative effort designed to craft
new ideas and innovative approaches to fund California’s environmental stewardship
responsibilities, including the protection of public health, the preservation of our natural heritage,
and the promotion of environmental justice.

In March, the EBP published an Environmental Budget Action Plan that is a blueprint for
legislators and other policy-makers to adequately protect and enhance our environmental and
natural resources.

Members of the Budget Project have also worked closely with legislators and their staff to provide
funding for important programs at both the Resources Agency and Cal-EPA. In doing so, the
Budget Project has already established itself as a recognizable force on environmental budget
issues in the Capitol. Some of the critical areas where the EBP is working to establish funding
where it is currently lacking include:

¢ Timber Harvest Plan reviews by the Department of Forestry,

Department of Fish and Game, and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards.

Ecosystem restoration for areas impacted by water delivery in the San Francisco Bay-Delta.
Air pollution reduction from heavy-duty diesel emissions.

Protection of marine mammals under the Marine Life Protection Act.

Coast and ocean protection and enhancement of public access to coastal resources.

* & o o

PCLF and the other member organizations envision the EBP as a permanent project. The long-
term goals of the EBP are to establish a permanent, non-General Fund revenue source for the
programs of the state Resources Agency and to design user-based mitigation fees to fully fund the
existing statutory responsibilities.

Ultimately, the state budget should be a reflection of the importance that Californians place on
environmental stewardship. The mission of the Environmental Budget Project is to ensure that it

does just that.

To download the full Environmental Budget Plan Action Plan, or to sign up for electronic
weekly updates, please visit our website at: WWW.pCl.OI‘g
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PCL, Ensuring \Water f

alifornia faces many critical water management challenges. How will the
State ensure enough water for a growing population? Will water be safe
to drink? How can we restore our environment and preserve productive
farmland?

A project funded by Water for California (WFC) is developing
recommendations for California to meet all of these needs to the
year 2030. WFC is made up of representatives from PCL,
Plumas County, and Santa Barbara Citizen’s Planning
Association—the three organizations that successfully
challenged the state’s secret water contract deals without
adequate environmental review (the ‘Monterey Amendments’).

Now, WFC is turning the backroom negotiating process on its
head. Utilizing an open and inclusive process, WFC is inviting
all California water interests—from environmentalists to
agriculturalists to water contractors—to help write
recommendations for California’s water future.

“We can all agree that California is growing. We can all agree on many of the
solutions. Let’s formalize those solutions and act,” says WFC Board Chair Sage
Sweetwood.

PCL Water Policy Specialist Mindy Mclntyre recently hosted ~ _© "
a 3-day facilitated workshop at California State University Y 0809
Sacramento to help attendees refine recommendations for
meeting California’s water needs organized around the
following seven topics:

Lf
Ny

Water Supply and Reliability

Financing and Economics

Water Quality

Farmland and Open Space Preservation
Environmental Justice

Collaborative Resources Management G
Restoration of Natural Areas

The first draft of the recommendations focuses on the relationships between and
necessity of good planning policy, fair and realistic financing of water projects, and
open and transparent planning for water management solutions. The
recommendations build heavily on proven programs that have already produced
impressive results throughout many regions in California. These programs
demonstrate that large gains in water reliability, water quality and natural area
restoration can be and are currently being achieved through small changes in local
water management policy.

4
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or California’s Future

For instance, regional water districts are given recommended actions to implement
programs stressing water recycling, conservation and conjunctive
use. This proven program strategy has resulted in a more self-
reliant and reliable water source for over 18 million customers in
the Metropolitan Water District (MWD).

In 2003, MWD met 53% of demands through local resources
while at the same time increasing emergency supplies available
for drought and other unexpected challenges. MWD expects
benefits from their water program to increase in 2004.

The recommendations for meeting California’s water needs will
highlight the multiple cost effective benefits of local programs
such as MWD’s and others, in order to show decision makers that
California’s water needs can be met with effective and innovative
planning measures.

Every five years, the California Department of Water Resources
(DWR) issues a State Water Plan Update. The update primarily
describes how DWR will operate its system of dams, pumps, and
canals for the next five years.

While DWR’s updates are helpful, they are often short on
specific recommendations for local and regional water
management actions. The recommendations are not intended
as an alternative nor are they competing with the State Water
Plan—rather, they take a broader view of state, regional, and
local water policy and offer a strategy for meeting
California’s water needs while enhancing and protecting our
ecosystems.

This project will develop and build consensus for an effective
water management strategy that is socially, economically and
environmentally sound. PCL understands the importance of
being involved in the coordination of this landmark water

- project. WFC’s Recommended Actions will provide viable

solutions to many of the difficult challenges we face in

California water management and significantly influence future statewide water
planning efforts.

The Draft Recommended Actions are on the web at WWW.[PCI.0rg, where all
interested parties are invited to submit comments and suggest changes.
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Los Angeles Alliance for a
New Economy (LAANE) is
committed to finding
innovative ways to reduce
poverty for Los Angeles
residents.

LAANE was central in
defeating the Wal-Mart
initiative. LAANE helped
create the Coalition for a
Better Inglewood to help
stop Wal-Mart. The
organization filed a lawsuit
that would have gone
forward had the Wal-Mart
initiative been approved,
claiming that the initiative
violated state and local
laws governing the
planning process and the

initiative process.

Through integrating
legislation, research and
organizing, they have
created an exciting new
model for improving the
lives of working men and

women.

They have forged a
powerful coalition of
community organizations,
unions, religious leaders,
academics and elected
officials, helping to set in
motion a broad social
movement based on the
principle that hard work
deserves fair pay, good
benefits and decent job
conditions.

215 W. 6th St., Suite 1204
Los Angeles, CA 90014
Phone: (213) 486-9880
www.LAANE.org

Making Goliath
Play by the Rules

The City of Inglewood vs. Wal-Mart

largest employer in the United States, was decidedly told “NO”

by the people of Inglewood, California. Inglewood defeated
Wal-Mart’s attempt to bypass local government with a ballot initiative
that would have built a store the size of 17 football fields in Inglewood.

On April 6", Wal-Mart, the world’s largest retailer and the

Wal-Mart pulled out all the stops to try to get the initiative passed. The
company paid signature gatherers more than they pay their store
employees. Wal-Mart also directed employees from other stores to
hand out free meals to citizens of Inglewood. Wal-Mart spent more
than $1 million on the election campaign. Inglewood was saturated
with television ads and leaflets claiming economic benefits; jobs, tax
revenue and the low, low prices that the new Wal-Mart Superstore
would offer to the city’s mainly black and Latino residents.

On Election Day, PCL Diversity Program Coordinator, Tyrone Buckley,
was a part of a Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) campaign with local
residents. “l was amazed at how well informed the community was on
the issue. Most people I spoke to viewed Wal-Mart’s tactic as a blatant
disregard of the city’s process for making well informed decisions,”
said Buckley.

If the Wal-Mart initiative had been approved, a 60 acre superstore
would have been built with no environmental review or public
hearings. By avoiding the California Environmental Quality Act’s
(CEQA) environmental review process, Wal-Mart also would have
avoided giving the community the opportunity to inform local decision
makers about the impacts of the project. There would have been no
consideration of traffic problems and heavy pollution from diesel
vehicles going in and out of the huge superstore.

The CEQA process is a great opportunity for communities to negotiate
with project proponents for conditions needed to make a project
healthy and beneficial for their community. They can negotiate for
local employment opportunities or mitigations like parks, better
transportation and/or transit improvements and alternate routes for
diesel trucks.

As a result of the election loss, if Wal-Mart decides to build a

superstore in Inglewood they will have to play by the rules that apply to
everyone else.

PLANNING & NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
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ER QUALITY

Jerome Horton

on The Wal-Mart Initiative

By Tyrone Buckley, Diversity Director

Why did you take such a strong
stance against the Wal-Mart
Initiative?

The initiative was not just bad for
Inglewood; it was bad for the
State of California. It attempted
to circumvent the local building,
safety, and zoning laws, as well
as attempted to circumvent the
CEQA process.

The initiative placed an unfair
burden on the taxpayers. It failed
to solicit the opinions of the
residents or local elected
officials. They never consulted
anyone to figure out how to
mitigate 50,000 tons of new
waste or the addition of 22,000
new parking spaces that would
bring an estimated 80,000
vehicles a day to the community.
There were no provisions...that
local residents would be
employed at the Wal-Mart or if
any local businesses would be
given the opportunity to
participate in its construction.
Ultimately, the initiative insulted
the intelligence of the residents of
Inglewood by trying to mislead
them.

The fact that the initiative made
no attempt to mitigate the
environmental impacts was one
of the biggest insults to the
residents of Inglewood because
it implied that inner city
residents do not care about the
environment. Nothing could be
further from the truth.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

It is unfortunate that the issues of
my community are not often
considered environmental by the
environmental movement.
Environmental justice issues in
my district consist of park
poverty, public safety, and toxic
emissions. This has always been
a source of frustration for inner
city communities. The Wal-Mart
initiative was the first real
support Inglewood received from
the environmental community.

The community-based “Get Out
the Vote” campaign was well
organized. Does this accurately
reflect how involved the
residents of Inglewood are when
it comes to community issues?

Yes. Inglewood has had years of
battles like the one we just
experienced with Wal-Mart.  As
a result, the residents of
Inglewood have a very good
understanding of local issues.
These battles are indicative of
African American communities
since the 50°s and 60’s. There is
a history of corporate abuse in
our communities; unfortunately,
Wal-Mart was not unique in this
regard. They made the mistake of
underestimating community
awareness and just how fed up
people are with this type of
corporate behavior and how
involved local elected officials
would be.

To read the full interview, visit
our website at: www.pcl.org

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

Assembly Member
Jerome Horton (D)
District:

51st Assembly District —

Inglewood
(Elected 2000)

Previous Employment:

State Board of Equalization
Education:

Assemblyman Horton holds
an Associate of Arts

degree from ElI Camino
Community College, and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Finance and Accounting
from California State Uni-
versity.

Family:
He is married to Yvonne H.

Horton and has two children,
Myeshia,13 and Matthew, 9.




PCL Revamps Its Daily Electronic Newsclipping Serivce,

The California Environmental News:!

id you know that Planning and Conservation League offers an electronic newsclipping
Dservice that brings its subscribers California’s top environmental stories of the day?

The California Environmental News (CEN) offers the most comprehensive and easy to
access compilation of the days’ environmental news from across the state. CEN is a quality, time
saving product that will inform the actions of those working to improve environmental health
and quality in California.

The California Environmental News is published every day, Monday through Friday. All
weekend articles are included in the Monday edition of CEN. Subscribers receive an e-mail
message each day that consists of article summaries, organized by newspaper circulation order.
The e-mail includes a link to that day’s CEN web page, where complete articles can be accessed.
CEN retrieves its articles from Bakersfield Californian, Contra Costa Times, Fresno Bee, Los
Angeles Times, Orange County Register, Riverside Press Enterprise, Sacramento Bee, San Diego
Union Tribune, San Francisco Chronicle, San Jose Mercury News, and Santa Rosa Press
Democrat.

CEN is not a new service. However, it does have a whole new look! PCL staff members Brian
Montenegro and Mellissa Meng have given the e-newsletter and its corresponding webpage a
makeover featuring the new banner seen above. The response from CEN’s subscribers has been
great:

“Thanks for renewing my subscription to CEN Daily. I’ve received
CEN dailies for a year or more now. I have found CEN Daily to be

invaluable; it often cites articles that I would otherwise miss. By the
way, I really like the new design!” ~Sarah Keehan Los Altos, CA

Please visit our website at, WWW.pCl.OI‘g, to see a sample of CEN.

If you like what you see, you can click on the subscribe button and sign up!
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