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The recall of California's Governor, Gray Davis, and the election of
Arnold Schwarzenegger is the single most dramatic political and
electoral event in California history.  How the environmental

community responds to this political earthquake will be determinative of
our ability to shape public policy for at least the next three years.

 Although Mr. Schwarzenegger did not speak extensively about envi-
ronmental issues on the campaign trail, he did issue an "Action Plan for
California's Environment", the most comprehensive plan of any candidate
seeking to replace Governor Davis.

 In many respects, the Schwarzenegger plan is consistent with the goals
of the environmental community in that it calls for "cut(ting) air pollution
statewide by up to 50% and significantly reduce California's dependence
on foreign oil before the end of this decade."

 Other aspects of the plan include actions to "protect California's
rivers, bays, and coastline by opposing oil drilling in coastal waters and
improving water quality."

 Regarding energy, the Governor-elect proposes to "solve California
electrical energy crisis (by) reducing consumption by 20% within two years
through conservation measures; and dramatically increase(ing) the supply
of clean, renewable energy sources."

 In the area of managing growth, the plan would "restore our urban
environments by expanding mass transit, creating incentives for infill
development, promote environmental justice, and improve our children's

“Governor Davis has been a
strong proponent of environ-
mental protection and leaves
behind a long list of environ-
mental successes.
Mr. Schwarzenegger has also
made strong commitments to
environmental protection in
his campaign and seems to
understand that a healthy
environment is key to a
healthy economy.
The first test of his willingness
to carry out his campaign
promises will be his environ-
mental appointments. PCL
stands ready to help the new
Governor protect and improve
California's environment”

–  Jan Chatten-Brown
  PCL Board Member
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environment."  The plan also calls for "tough enforcement" of California's
existing environmental laws.

 The plan provides some specific steps that the new administration would
take through executive action, or support if presented bills by the legislature.

 What is not clear is the degree to which these aggressive and positive
planning and environmental protection actions are consistent with or
contrary to the new administration's efforts in other areas, such as eco-
nomic development, eliminating the car tax, proposing and adopting a
balanced budget without increasing taxes or cutting education.

 What is known is that we are entering a time where there are no
roadmaps as to where the state is going, or how the new administration
intends to get there.  The practical challenges of proposing an honest
budget that eliminates the car tax ($4 billion in lost revenue), does not
raise existing taxes nor propose new taxes, and actually increases spending
in public education, are enormous.  The structural deficit in the budget
alone is nearly $10 billion.

 As California's only statewide planning and environmental coalition,
the Planning and Conservation League and the PCL Foundation will
participate in all aspects of setting public policy in this new era. We are
currently involved in discussions with members of the Governor-elect's
transition team.  We will be active in the legislative and regulatory arenas
(PCL), and we will be active in the research and the tough work of implement-
ing environmental programs in communities throughout the state (PCLF).

 As you will see from reading this edition of California Today, PCL and
PCLF are having a very successful year with regard to advancing an
aggressive package of environmental and planning bills.  We are, at the
same time, taking on significant new projects ranging from developing
strategies to thwart the federal government's relentless assault on California's
environment, to reducing children's exposure to lead in urban areas.

 As the Executive Director of these two organizations, I arrive at work
each day with great optimism and enthusiasm.  I do so because of the
talented staff that works here.  A staff that takes on the most daunting
planning and environmental challenges of the day, and finds creative,
thoughtful and practical solutions that advance good public policy.

 With the arrival of a new administration, we will renew our efforts to
represent you well, to be at the center of the public policy decision-making
venues, and to adhere to our principles that have guided us so well for
nearly forty years.  However, in order to be effective, we need your support
and help.  It is likely that we will have to add personnel resources in order
to meet the challenges that will appear on every front.  It is likely that the
new administration will need very constant and effective pushing from the
environmental community in order for them to walk an environmental line.

 Please help us rise to these new challenges.  Please help us build a
stronger and more effective PCL by making a contribution today.

Thank you for your continued support.
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The PCL Foundation proudly announces its most recent publication,
Stormwater Pollution: Causes, Impacts and Solutions. Stormwater
Pollution explains that stormwater pollution is the result of rain

washing pollutants from our rooftops, streets, lawns, and fields into
California’s streams, rivers, and eventually into the Pacific Ocean.  The
report focuses on urban runoff, the effect of stormwater in California’s
increasingly urban landscape on the health of humans and our environ-
ment.  Finally, the report recommends that local governments have greater
ability to raise funds to reduce the health, economic,
and environmental threats posed by stormwater
pollution.

Stormwater is the primary source of coastal
pollution in southern California.  Stormwater runoff
is the number one known source of beach closure days
and beach warning days, which occur when indicator
bacteria exceed levels established by the state.  These
closures have the effect of diminishing tourist revenue
- Huntington Beach alone lost over $20 million in
tourist revenue in 1999 due to beach warning days
and beach closure days.

PCL has teamed up with Assemblymember Tom
Harman (R-Huntington Beach) to sponsor Assembly
Constitutional Amendment 10, a bill introduced in the
2003-04 legislative session.  ACA 10 proposes to
implement to the primary  recommendation of our
Stormwater Pollution guide. The recommendation is to amend the Califor-
nia constitution to allow local governments to raise fees on property
owners without a two-thirds vote of the people in order to fund prevention
and treatment programs that reduce stormwater and urban runoff pollu-
tion.  It is necessary to change the constitution because Proposition 218,
passed by the voters in 1996, limited the ability of cities and counties to
raise such fees without a two-thirds vote (a nearly impossible threshold).

ACA 10 has passed through its first two committees and awaits action
on the Assembly floor.  The Assembly can take it up at any time when it
returns in 2004.  ACA 10, like all constitutional amendments, will need a two-
thirds majority vote in both houses of the legislature and then majority
approval of the voters in order to become law.  PCLF has laid out the case for
why this change is necessary; PCL will be fighting next year to see it happen.

For more information, please contact Tim McRae, PCL Special Projects
Director, at (916) 313-4523 or tmcrae@pcl.org.

PCL Takes on
Stormwater Pollution

PCL Foundation releases Stormwater Guide; PCL
sponsors legislation to address stormwater pollution
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"This sends a strong
message that water

planners must address
the environmental

consequences of water
transfers."

Three bills passed this
session, SB 317 (Kuehl), SB
654 (Machado), and SB

277 (Ducheny), completely restruc-
tured the proposed water transfer
between the Imperial Irrigation
District (IID) and thirsty cities in
southern California.  The Salton
Sea - and California water policy -
is better off because of it.

Under the terms of the revised
water deal, $20 million of Proposi-
tion 50 funds will go to develop-
ment of a restoration plan that, to
the maximum extent feasible,
protects bird species, eliminates air
quality impacts, and protects water
quality at the Salton Sea.  The plan
could include activities at the
Colorado River Delta.

Salton Sea, Forest Waters
Big Winners this Legislati

Measures on Renewable Energy, Air and Water
To help fund the restoration

plan, the legislation authorizes a
precedent-setting arrangement
where the State will sell IID water
and dedicate the profits - estimated
at $290 - 350 million dollars -- to
the Sea.  New fees on interim
surplus water and on future water
transfers from IID will also help
fund the restoration plan.

PCL General Counsel Karen
Douglas, a lead negotiator of this
agreement for environmental
groups, said "Two years ago, a
head-on collision between the
biggest long-term agriculture to
urban water transfer in the country
and the environment seemed
inevitable."  Since then, the deal
has been rewritten to protect the

Salton Sea and establish unprec-
edented environmental conditions
on the water transfer.  "This sends
a strong message that water plan-

ners must address the environmen-
tal consequences of water trans-
fers," Douglas said.

Two years ago, when Douglas
first began working to protect the
Salton Sea, the outlook for this
troubled oasis was very bleak.  The
proposed transfer threatened to
significantly cut inflows to the Sea,
sharply increasing salinity and
exposing up to 80 square miles of
seabed.  This was a recipe for
environmental disaster, not only for
birds and wildlife, but also for
people who would be exposed to
blowing dust from the dried-up
Sea. The region already suffers
some of the worst air quality in
California.

However, the water transfer
seemed almost inevitable.  It was a
fundamental part of the Quantifi-
cation Settlement Agreement
(QSA), which quantified water


