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Gov. Newsom must mop up Brown’s water mess
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The twin tunnels would take water from the Sacramento River and transport it under the Delta. See which islands and rivers they would cross.
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Despite many high priority issues on his plate, one of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s ﬁrst tests will be how
he deals with California’s water challenges and opportunities. Unfortunately, in the last days of his
term Gov. Jerry Brown made a bad bargain with the Trump administration and special interests.
It’s yet another mess for the new governor to mop up.
During his last month, Brown quietly signed an agreement with the Trump administration to
transfer water from Southern California and portions of the Bay Area to corporate farms in the San
Joaquin Valley. In return, the Trump administration dropped its threatened opposition to Brown’s
legacy project — the massive tunnels that would divert water from the San Francisco Bay Delta.
This was done with no public notice, hearing or environmental analysis.
Scientists have concluded that the eﬀects of this closed-door deal are likely to cause the extinction
of multiple California ﬁsh species. As a result, there are already over 20 lawsuits from water
districts, farmers and environmentalists.
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The deal helps saddle taxpayers and water users with billions of dollars of debt for tunnels whose
costs estimates have already soared from $3 billion to $19.9 billion, not including interest. And
that’s the estimate before securing right-of-ways or turning any shovels.
This massive debt would limit the state’s ﬁnancial ability to ensure that disadvantaged
communities get safe drinking water. The basic human right to water for hundreds of thousands of
Californians would be kept in the back of the line behind Brown’s vanity tunnels project.
Now, the Trump administration and water special interests are pushing the new
governor to go further and gut water quality protections for the Bay Delta and the
state’s rivers from north of Redding all the way south to Bakersﬁeld. After years of scientiﬁc study
and countless hours of public input, the State Water Resources Control Board is poised to adopt
standards that would protect these waters for all beneﬁcial uses, including drinking, bathing,
businesses, farming and the environment.
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This requires careful balancing because water is not unlimited. Yet water special interests are now
pressuring Gov. Newsom to replace the leadership on this state board that has maintained this
careful balance.
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Modern technology — including water recycling, stormwater capture, groundwater cleanup and
improved water use eﬃciency —means Californians should continue to receive reliable supplies of
highest quality water. In fact, many progressive water districts are already prudently investing in
these 21st century solutions to provide reliable supplies of safe water to their customers.
No doubt Gov. Newsom would prefer to focus on other issues before having to deal with the water
mess he inherited. However, the next two months will be critical for making key appointments and
decisions.
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At his inauguration, Gov. Newsom’s son, Dutch, symbolized our new governor’s tremendous
responsibility to the future. Will he create a legacy of sustainable water management for all uses?
Or will he preside over the extinction of species?
Jonas Minton is senior water policy advisor at the Planning and Conservation League and former
deputy director at the California Department of Water Resources.
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Want to curb hate crimes? Require students to
study tolerance in college
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Instead of a few hours of reading about the Holocaust, make a tolerance course a core requirement for
receiving an undergraduate degree for California college students. This can help reduce hate crimes.
KEEP READING →
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