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Gov. Newsom must mop up Brown’s water mess

BY JONAS MINTON SPECIAL TO THE SACRAMENTO BEE
FEBRUARY 05, 2019 12:01 AM, UPDATED FEBRUARY 05, 2019 01:01 AM
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Despite many high priority issues on his plate, one of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s first tests will be how
he deals with California’s water challenges and opportunities. Unfortunately, in the last days of his
term Gov. Jerry Brown made a bad bargain with the Trump administration and special interests.
It’s yet another mess for the new governor to mop up.

During his last month, Brown quietly signed an agreement with the Trump administration to
transfer water from Southern California and portions of the Bay Area to corporate farms in the San
Joaquin Valley. In return, the Trump administration dropped its threatened opposition to Brown’s
legacy project — the massive tunnels that would divert water from the San Francisco Bay Delta.
This was done with no public notice, hearing or environmental analysis.

Scientists have concluded that the effects of this closed-door deal are likely to cause the extinction
of multiple California fish species. As a result, there are already over 20 lawsuits from water
districts, farmers and environmentalists.

IS YOUR FIXED INCOME
TRULY FIXED INCOME?

I MFs /55

The deal helps saddle taxpayers and water users with billions of dollars of debt for tunnels whose
costs estimates have already soared from $3 billion to $19.9 billion, not including interest. And
that’s the estimate before securing right-of-ways or turning any shovels.

This massive debt would limit the state’s financial ability to ensure that disadvantaged
communities get safe drinking water. The basic human right to water for hundreds of thousands of
Californians would be kept in the back of the line behind Brown’s vanity tunnels project.

OPINION Now, the Trump administration and water special interests are pushing the new

governor to go further and gut water quality protections for the Bay Delta and the
state’s rivers from north of Redding all the way south to Bakersfield. After years of scientific study
and countless hours of public input, the State Water Resources Control Board is poised to adopt
standards that would protect these waters for all beneficial uses, including drinking, bathing,
businesses, farming and the environment.

This requires careful balancing because water is not unlimited. Yet water special interests are now
pressuring Gov. Newsom to replace the leadership on this state board that has maintained this
careful balance.
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Jonas Minton

Modern technology — including water recycling, stormwater capture, groundwater cleanup and
improved water use efficiency —means Californians should continue to receive reliable supplies of
highest quality water. In fact, many progressive water districts are already prudently investing in
these 21st century solutions to provide reliable supplies of safe water to their customers.

No doubt Gov. Newsom would prefer to focus on other issues before having to deal with the water
mess he inherited. However, the next two months will be critical for making key appointments and
decisions.
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At his inauguration, Gov. Newsom’s son, Dutch, symbolized our new governor’s tremendous
responsibility to the future. Will he create a legacy of sustainable water management for all uses?
Or will he preside over the extinction of species?

Jonas Minton is senior water policy advisor at the Planning and Conservation League and former
deputy director at the California Department of Water Resources.
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Instead of a few hours of reading about the Holocaust, make a tolerance course a core requirement for
receiving an undergraduate degree for California college students. This can help reduce hate crimes.

KEEP READING -

Unlimited Digital Access:
Only $0.99 For Your First

Get full access to The Sacramento Bee content across
all your devices.

SAVE NOW

Month

#ReadLocal

MORE VIEWPOINTS

VIEWPOINTS VIEWPOINTS

Kidney donors save lives. They Long parole terms waste taxpayer To address climate threat,
deserve job protection and access money. Here’s one way to fix a California must lead the way on
to insurance broken system green bonds

MAY 01,2019 12:01 AM APRIL 30,2019 12:01 AM APRIL 30,2019 12:01 AM

Ctém ted States
2020

Use a blue or black Pen.
Start here

VIEWPOINTS VIEWPOINTS SPONSORED CONTENT

SEPHORA .
Beauty INSIDER D P
\ % \&
6
| OFF 1L

Starts 5/2.

Addiction takes a heavy toll on Latino youth will shape the future, Sephora Lovers, Want 10% Off?
restaurant workers. SB 11 can help but only if we make a big mark on

them heal 2020

APRIL 24,2019 12:01 AM APRIL 24,2019 12:.01 AM BY SEPHORA

By continuing to use this site, you give your consent to our use of cookies for analytics, personalization and ads. Read more X


https://sjc-usadmm.dotomi.com/event/ad/click/amp/current?dtmid=276203419799924863&etype=3002&pnid=19998&magic=31767849&utype=0&trid=247704929000345959&opid=2&phase=20&ms=18&comId=3085&parentMsgId=23422&msgCampId=33659&ptid=33758&tid=33763&ops_test_camp=false&fpc=0&dtm_server_id=2617&supplyType=1&rt=1&tpm=true&rurli=0&dtm_user_ip=50.245.180.0&iblob=COeit_GgyoG4AxCE26z5qC0aOmh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNhY2JlZS5jb20vb3Bpbmlvbi9vcC1lZC9hcnRpY2xlMjI1NTA4NTM1Lmh0bWwiBjE5NDUxMTAAeACCAQw1MC4yNDUuMTgwLjCgAQGqAQYxODQ4ODOyAQRJQUI1sgEHSUFCNS0xNbgBAcAB1pLG1ePk3O0EyAH___________8B0AEA4AG4tx_gAQfgAaDCHugBgfDzv-_h2slA8wEKAlVTEgJVUxj-ASICQ0EoBTIHTU9ERVNUTziyBkDVAUjeBlDeBloFOTUzNTBg9ugFbSSoFkJ15_vxwnohQ09NQ0FTVCBDQUJMRSBDT01NVU5JQ0FUSU9OUyBJTkMukgEFQ0FCTEX0AYgCAZACnpwBmAIAoAIAqALehwKwAgDAAgLKAjUxNDExNzkzNDY2fDI3NTQ5Njc1NHwxMTQyMjMyNjIwfDUzMTI4NDMxNXwzMTMwNTYwMjh8MNACAdgCAOACAegCIPkCAAAAAAAAAMCBA82xvKsesO8_iQN-HThnRGmzP5EDAAAAAAAA8L-ZAwAAAAAAAPC_oQMAAAAAAADwv6kDAAAAAAAA8D-wAwG4A____________wHJAwAAAAAAAPC_0QMAAAAAAADwv9kDAAAAAAAA8L_hAwAAAAAAAPC_6QMAAAAAAADwv_IDA1VTRPkDAAAAAAAA8D-BBBSuR-F6FP4_iQTsUbgehevRP5EE7FG4HoXr0T-ZBCfU9vCknfO-oATr3rq2mi2oBPy7ObAEjg-5BI8Sl9D36sRAwQS72-jsEOnCP8gE____________AdAE____________AdgE____________AekEAAAAAAAAAADxBAAAAAAAAAAA-AQAggUHV2luZG93c4gFAJAFEpgFEA&rurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholarshare529.com%2Fbuzz%2Fnationalaverage.shtml&cturl=null
https://twitter.com/share?text=Want+to+curb+hate+crimes%3F+Require+students+to+study+tolerance+in+college&url=https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229948659.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229948659.html
mailto:?subject=Want%20to%20curb%20hate%20crimes%3F%20Require%20students%20to%20study%20tolerance%20in%20college&body=https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229948659.html
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229948659.html
https://account.sacbee.com/subscribe/create?param=fHpHCEs=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRJAdCA9GRsnakNCdXpAG15QPgoUG0hQeHNDAENAb29STx0HLisVS1BIbxAxektLfA4%2FGw8%3D&intcid=ros_cta_q2-standard-control_2019q2
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article229874904.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article229874904.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229725254.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229725254.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229817769.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229817769.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229590234.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229590234.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229596079.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article229596079.html#storylink=moresection
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=0ef1bde1-9159-40e3-8aac-bd8a35f1b7ab&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAGsIQA&ntv_fl=qa6XgTaAV122f4NVOExlEOHlZYRLVtJRTmHx8CPHrN48UmXGAObiTCeYFyPdCi0lehLgTdVYatmjnDGlJ7Ww-hhlKn6z36wWek6qaYdx3o3gpYygPYttCkfwGIu-KliVdR8CFll2RwUAdIKJyGeaNkGqJ3MuPMut8bQfejBxdll5Z9_E88i7uYaVr9HR95FBZOhhnr9tssuKLIuqebMUNP4DZULBIRmrrAUdNd8z2rcdqAx88qWd0K10HJRyI8LhDozEyvZZmWQGhLhPDS_i4533NC6ooebAT8jjlFDJagcTw8HiI0i1ZadfQ5zxlekk&ord=-921783029&ntv_ht=467QXAA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://bttrack.com/Click/Native?data=OuJifVtEKZqw3Hzk6f71W6_qZCs7OAic4XqajXwtQrbBPBMz5BoTqjefmuPQXRxYUntrh41bPjrdsioG4NT1CSIEWSPBFdNMy1A3dgjzdtGkAGZ6K9fu8k2Qr-vk4ll10S7wiD-AH95HgVpBj0qDZaH2vJP4iHxUzihmsXxtVifSIyrCJHHHepT5ALxLFVqko1BYDxKZ4p_aVew_q0S1vkuYVGd7gaLNC-m4GVakJ5U0i9GloEg_EyN1kNa7wLwOHqBqCtoBOmWObAh5zs4dZLDH9uk6p1WPd034HFtb1zRMGb3Kf495TUb0Qq-SEskOyWKXW2c-xvuE_jV59Zj_gWHtQb-zyZuZqWc1k79Bnl0QXmnk_aDJ7xP0ZjIxgqam6QDSHI1B59LbFgmw9nnaRZxGh02aQfFTSfWTw6SC2XokpO1Y_JYg_VB0f0t-Rh6DPdgdGvLnqxgMqntfRdhFJQcYqdbf6QJl8St-E8UycBsP3rANVzF1eWTyaFopZbQ2sveXxjxr9HMACVb5fDeYFdofzZ4vd_arDk0QLz1WiA2
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=0ef1bde1-9159-40e3-8aac-bd8a35f1b7ab&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAGsIQA&ntv_fl=qa6XgTaAV122f4NVOExlEOHlZYRLVtJRTmHx8CPHrN48UmXGAObiTCeYFyPdCi0lehLgTdVYatmjnDGlJ7Ww-hhlKn6z36wWek6qaYdx3o3gpYygPYttCkfwGIu-KliVdR8CFll2RwUAdIKJyGeaNkGqJ3MuPMut8bQfejBxdll5Z9_E88i7uYaVr9HR95FBZOhhnr9tssuKLIuqebMUNP4DZULBIRmrrAUdNd8z2rcdqAx88qWd0K10HJRyI8LhDozEyvZZmWQGhLhPDS_i4533NC6ooebAT8jjlFDJagcTw8HiI0i1ZadfQ5zxlekk&ord=-921783029&ntv_ht=467QXAA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://bttrack.com/Click/Native?data=OuJifVtEKZqw3Hzk6f71W6_qZCs7OAic4XqajXwtQrbBPBMz5BoTqjefmuPQXRxYUntrh41bPjrdsioG4NT1CSIEWSPBFdNMy1A3dgjzdtGkAGZ6K9fu8k2Qr-vk4ll10S7wiD-AH95HgVpBj0qDZaH2vJP4iHxUzihmsXxtVifSIyrCJHHHepT5ALxLFVqko1BYDxKZ4p_aVew_q0S1vkuYVGd7gaLNC-m4GVakJ5U0i9GloEg_EyN1kNa7wLwOHqBqCtoBOmWObAh5zs4dZLDH9uk6p1WPd034HFtb1zRMGb3Kf495TUb0Qq-SEskOyWKXW2c-xvuE_jV59Zj_gWHtQb-zyZuZqWc1k79Bnl0QXmnk_aDJ7xP0ZjIxgqam6QDSHI1B59LbFgmw9nnaRZxGh02aQfFTSfWTw6SC2XokpO1Y_JYg_VB0f0t-Rh6DPdgdGvLnqxgMqntfRdhFJQcYqdbf6QJl8St-E8UycBsP3rANVzF1eWTyaFopZbQ2sveXxjxr9HMACVb5fDeYFdofzZ4vd_arDk0QLz1WiA2
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=0ef1bde1-9159-40e3-8aac-bd8a35f1b7ab&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAGsIQA&ntv_fl=qa6XgTaAV122f4NVOExlEOHlZYRLVtJRTmHx8CPHrN48UmXGAObiTCeYFyPdCi0lehLgTdVYatmjnDGlJ7Ww-hhlKn6z36wWek6qaYdx3o3gpYygPYttCkfwGIu-KliVdR8CFll2RwUAdIKJyGeaNkGqJ3MuPMut8bQfejBxdll5Z9_E88i7uYaVr9HR95FBZOhhnr9tssuKLIuqebMUNP4DZULBIRmrrAUdNd8z2rcdqAx88qWd0K10HJRyI8LhDozEyvZZmWQGhLhPDS_i4533NC6ooebAT8jjlFDJagcTw8HiI0i1ZadfQ5zxlekk&ord=-921783029&ntv_ht=467QXAA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://bttrack.com/Click/Native?data=OuJifVtEKZqw3Hzk6f71W6_qZCs7OAic4XqajXwtQrbBPBMz5BoTqjefmuPQXRxYUntrh41bPjrdsioG4NT1CSIEWSPBFdNMy1A3dgjzdtGkAGZ6K9fu8k2Qr-vk4ll10S7wiD-AH95HgVpBj0qDZaH2vJP4iHxUzihmsXxtVifSIyrCJHHHepT5ALxLFVqko1BYDxKZ4p_aVew_q0S1vkuYVGd7gaLNC-m4GVakJ5U0i9GloEg_EyN1kNa7wLwOHqBqCtoBOmWObAh5zs4dZLDH9uk6p1WPd034HFtb1zRMGb3Kf495TUb0Qq-SEskOyWKXW2c-xvuE_jV59Zj_gWHtQb-zyZuZqWc1k79Bnl0QXmnk_aDJ7xP0ZjIxgqam6QDSHI1B59LbFgmw9nnaRZxGh02aQfFTSfWTw6SC2XokpO1Y_JYg_VB0f0t-Rh6DPdgdGvLnqxgMqntfRdhFJQcYqdbf6QJl8St-E8UycBsP3rANVzF1eWTyaFopZbQ2sveXxjxr9HMACVb5fDeYFdofzZ4vd_arDk0QLz1WiA2
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=0ef1bde1-9159-40e3-8aac-bd8a35f1b7ab&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAGsIQA&ntv_fl=qa6XgTaAV122f4NVOExlEOHlZYRLVtJRTmHx8CPHrN48UmXGAObiTCeYFyPdCi0lehLgTdVYatmjnDGlJ7Ww-hhlKn6z36wWek6qaYdx3o3gpYygPYttCkfwGIu-KliVdR8CFll2RwUAdIKJyGeaNkGqJ3MuPMut8bQfejBxdll5Z9_E88i7uYaVr9HR95FBZOhhnr9tssuKLIuqebMUNP4DZULBIRmrrAUdNd8z2rcdqAx88qWd0K10HJRyI8LhDozEyvZZmWQGhLhPDS_i4533NC6ooebAT8jjlFDJagcTw8HiI0i1ZadfQ5zxlekk&ord=-921783029&ntv_ht=467QXAA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://bttrack.com/Click/Native?data=OuJifVtEKZqw3Hzk6f71W6_qZCs7OAic4XqajXwtQrbBPBMz5BoTqjefmuPQXRxYUntrh41bPjrdsioG4NT1CSIEWSPBFdNMy1A3dgjzdtGkAGZ6K9fu8k2Qr-vk4ll10S7wiD-AH95HgVpBj0qDZaH2vJP4iHxUzihmsXxtVifSIyrCJHHHepT5ALxLFVqko1BYDxKZ4p_aVew_q0S1vkuYVGd7gaLNC-m4GVakJ5U0i9GloEg_EyN1kNa7wLwOHqBqCtoBOmWObAh5zs4dZLDH9uk6p1WPd034HFtb1zRMGb3Kf495TUb0Qq-SEskOyWKXW2c-xvuE_jV59Zj_gWHtQb-zyZuZqWc1k79Bnl0QXmnk_aDJ7xP0ZjIxgqam6QDSHI1B59LbFgmw9nnaRZxGh02aQfFTSfWTw6SC2XokpO1Y_JYg_VB0f0t-Rh6DPdgdGvLnqxgMqntfRdhFJQcYqdbf6QJl8St-E8UycBsP3rANVzF1eWTyaFopZbQ2sveXxjxr9HMACVb5fDeYFdofzZ4vd_arDk0QLz1WiA2
https://www.sacbee.com/privacy-policy

TAKE USWITH YOU

Real-time updates and all local stories you want right in the palm of your hand.

THE SACRAMENTO BEE APP -

ul VIEW NEWSLETTERS -

n ’ You
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Start a Subscription
Customer Service
eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

Rewards

LEARN MORE

About Us

Contact Us
NEVHEES

News in Education

Photo Store

ADVERTISING

Place a Classified Ad
Place a Legal Notice
Place a Digital Ad

Place a Newspaper Ad

COPYRIGHT

CNOAAMENITINC DAL ICV

By continuing to use this site, you give your consent to our use of cookies for analytics, personalization and ads. Read more X



https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/copyright/#navlinks=footer
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/commenting-policy/#navlinks=footer
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/corrections-policy/#navlinks=footer
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sacramento-bee-news/id382902278?mt=8
http://t.news.sacbee.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=sacbee
https://www.facebook.com/sacramentobee
https://twitter.com/sacbee_news
http://www.youtube.com/sacramentobee
https://account.sacbee.com/static/subscribe/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/##navlink=subnav
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/sacbee/default.aspx#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/myaccount
https://www.sacbee.com/myaccount
https://mcclatchy.nextbee.com/sacbee/dashboard-signed-out.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/about-us/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://t.news.sacbee.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=sacbee#navlink=mi_footer
http://nie4u.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://sacbee.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp#navlink=mi_footer
http://sacramentobee.adperfect.com/
http://www.legalnotice.org/pl/sacbee/landing1.aspx
http://media.sacbee.com/static/live/ads/mediakit/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/advertise/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/privacy-policy

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

By continuing to use this site, you give your consent to our use of cookies for analytics, personalization and ads. Read more X


https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/site-services/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.sacbee.com/privacy-policy

