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Brett Furnas is a quantitative ecologist with the Wildlife Health Laboratory at the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife where he leads design and analysis of wildlife research and 

monitoring studies throughout the state.  He received his Ph.D. from UC Berkeley and 

previously worked for the California Air Resources Board and served as a Peace Corps 

Volunteer.  He recently published a paper showing that low severity fire helps maintain a 

diversity of carnivore species, like fisher and bear, within California forests. 


