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Human Right to Water & 
Water Rights



Our Mission
Act as a catalyst for community water solutions 
through organizing, education and advocacy in 

California.

Our Vision
Ensure that ALL Californians have access to 

safe, clean and affordable water.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CWC has been building the movement for water justice for over 16 years now under the leadership of co-founder and ED Susana de Anda. We work alongside directly impacted residents to advocate for more just water policies.  
Over 1M people are impacted by unsafe water each year.
Does not include systems under 15 connections or private wells. 
Where we work - with out of compliance water systems - SJV and CC 





Over 1M people in CA
are impacted by 
unsafe drinking 
water each year

Public water systems out of compliance with 
drinking water standards (as of Jan. 2024) are 
denoted by a red dot.

Source: SAFER Dashboard, CA State Water 
Resources Control Board
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over 1M people are impacted by unsafe water each year.
*** Does not include systems under 15 connections or private wells. 

Where we work - with out of compliance water systems - SJV and CC 
Started with nitrate
Now 123-TCP, arsenic, and other contaminants are also significant issues
We know these challenges problems disproportionately impact low income and Latino communities. 
People relying on private wells are also significantly impacted due to not knowing if there their water is safe to drink since they are in charge of water quality testing, and even if contamination is found the options for treatment may be limited and costs for treatment can be prohibitive.





Community-Driven Advocacy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CWC connects residents from the San Joaquin Valley and Central Coast directly to state and local decision makers to share their stories of what it’s like to live without access to safe water, and to ask their state representatives for solutions. 
Community organizing harnesses the power of the people to go up against interests with deep-pockets and make sure that decision-makers can’t ignore their needs.



AGUA Coalition
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For example, our Executive Director Susana facilitates the AGUA coalition which currently includes members from 33 impacted communities and 12 non-profit organizations working for safe and affordable drinking water for the San Joaquin Valley and Central Coast. AGUA is an acronym in Spanish which stands for the Association of People United for Water. 
 



Safe and 
Affordable Water 

for All 
Californians



Tien Tran, Senior Policy Advocate
tien.tran@communitywatercenter.org

Questions?
• Sign-up to receive monthly 

newsletters on water justice: 
CommunityWaterCenter.org

• Follow us on social media!
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